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SIGN OF THE TIMES: A strip shopping center at Pines

PEMBROKE PINES

tenants. Plans for redevelopment of the eastern pa

AL

POPULAR SPOT: S'hoppérs alfe‘shown at the massive new Pembroke Garden

development on Pines Boulevard just east'of I-75.
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2oulevard and 62nd Avenue awaits
rt of the city haven't advanced.

Pines leaders say
they have proposed
several economic
development
programs to area
businesses but none
have succeeded.

BY DANIEL CHANG
* dchang@MiamiHerald.com

The divisions between easten

.and western Pembroke Pines ar

.. most evident near opposite end

" of the city’s main street, Pine
- Boulevard:

To the west, at the intersectio)
with Interstate 75, the newly-buil
Shops at Pembroke Gardens bill
itself as “a distinctive lifestyle cen
ter,” and the outdoor plaza’s store
and restaurants brim with peopl
almost nightly.

In the city’s east end, a few
blocks from Florida’s Turnpike, a1
old strip mall once home to th
neighborhood diner and a dr)
cleaner advertises their now-va
cant storefronts with a wooder
post sign facing the street.

Elsewhere the disparity be:

tween the older east and the new
er west is stark enough to give

_ some residents an inferiority

complex, said Vice Mayor Jacl
McCluskey, who has lived on the

_city’s east side for 42 years.

" “People see the development ir
the west and it looks good,” he

 said, “and it’s nice and green anc

the swales are wide on Pines Bow
levard. ... The feeling a lot of peo
ple in the east have is we're sec
ond-class citizens. We're not a:
good looking.” -

Tt wasn’t supposed to be tha
way after March 2005, when city
voters approved a $100 millior
bond referendum to repair and
widen roads, build community

3

o TURN TO PINES, 5B
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